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Program
Welcome and Opening Remarks                                                                     Wes Jones

Director of Human Resources

Introduction of Entertainment                                                                                   Mr. Jones

Granbury Middle School Band Quintet

Recognition of Sponsors                                                                                                      Mr. Jones

Introduction of GISD Board of Trustees                                                                                Dr. Jeremy Glenn
Superintendent

Years of Service Awards                                   Mr. Jones and Dobie Williams, Assistant Superintendent
with Dr. Glenn and School Board Trustees

Retiring Employees                                                                                 Mr. Jones and Mr. Williams
with Dr. Glenn and School Board Trustees

                  
Departmental Awards 
                          
 Maintenance Employee of the Year                                                  Randy Leach

Director of Facilities and Maintenance

 Child Nutrition Employee of the Year                                                              Linda Williams
Director of Support Services

 Transportation Employee of the Year                                                                         Terry Slemmons
Director of Transportation

Hood County Retired School Personnel Association Scholarships                                                   Janie Bramlett

Presentation of Campus Teachers and Paraprofessionals of the Year                                   Dr. Glenn and
Ron Holmgreen, Assistant Superintendent

Announcement of Elementary Teacher of the Year                                       Dr. Glenn, Mr. Holmgreen and
Granbury Chamber of Commerce

Announcement of Secondary Teacher of the Year                                         Dr. Glenn, Mr. Holmgreen and
Granbury Chamber of Commerce

Closing Remarks                                                                           Mr. Jones



Alan Burns
Paula Cabral
Menielle Donahoo
Teresa Garrett Houston
Diane Harris
Candy Hunstable
Dale Hunt
Jana Jimenez
Mitzi Johnson
Sheila McKamy

Gwen Newton
Vonda Ore
Deborah Ottaway
Steve Schmidt
Denise Scott
Terry Slemmons
Suzy Tabor
Ann Van Zandt
Linda Williams
Darlene Windham

Retiring Employees

Service Milestones

Suzanne Back
Kelly Baker

Delia Byles
Debbie King

Kelly Been
Stacy Bishop
Dawn Bradley
Stacie Brown
Menielle Donahoo
Dray Duncan
Suzanne Francis

Jan Krause
Margarita Ornelas
George Robinson
Maritia Sparks
Curtis Starnes
Vivi Wright

25 Years

20 Years

Danny Jones
Tammy Kelley

Rebecca Schulte
Kim Spencer

30 Years



15 Years
Natalia Argueta
Lisa Boyles-McLain
Jill Brown
Carolann Caruthers
Gary Childs
Lynda Correll
Heather Dollins

Ashley Gill
Brent Irish
Connie Jesko
Robbie Jesko
Katie Jordan
Randall Murphy
Kim Rains

DeAnn Travis
Misty Walters
Randall Walters
Amy Wood

Service Milestones

Josefa Balderas
Jeremy Blohowiak
Adina Brassie
Theresa Caldwell
Dina Carlton
Eduardo Chapa
Ronda Coffer
Brad Eppler
Amy Gilbert
Malarie Gill
Tamara Green
Jimmy Heffernan
Cindy Holt

Mitzi Johnson
Tahlequah Kirk
Todd Knapp
Lori Kohl
Penny Krause
James Marten
Laura Meek
Leska Miller
Melisa Monson
Dayna Morgan-McCully
Cherie Myers
Joe Overstreet
Charlotte Porter

Amanda Rankin
Andy Rankin
Amanda Rogers
Patti Sanderson
Denise Scott
Melissa Smith
Mary Stennett
Julie Stephenson
Kathy Williams

Corey Allen
Allison Allen
Jessica Alvarez
Mindy Badgett
LaVonda Becker
Roberta Bell
Jody Brown
Lauren Bruner
Alice Casey
Susana Castillo
Kris Cook
Heather Corb
Ashley Corter
Abbie Coulson

Regenia Cox
Cari Conwell
Nova Dea
Jari Dennis
Jennifer Egdorf
Leslie Ghiglieri
Anne Gonzales
Stephanie Gravley
Hanna Hardaway
Jacob Herbold
Erin Howell
Heather Hughes
Kristi Jones
Angela Jumper

Jenny Krebbs
Jairo Martinez
Lindsey McPherson
Deb Miller
Landry Mullins
Sherri Nichols
Whitney Pacanowski
Danielle Parsons
Jason Pullano
Rachel Ray
Katrina Ross
Amanda Rucka
Claudia Sanchez
Steve Schmidt

Gregory Sitzes
Rhonda Travis
Emmett Whitefield
Dobie Williams
Linda Williams
David Wood
Caitlin Wooten

10 Years

5 Years



Sonny Galindo
Economics Teacher / Coach

Comments from Coach Galindo’s colleagues:
- “He is uncompromising in his high standards of behavior, 
character, and academic excellence.”
- “He leads by example and strives to be the best at whatever 
it is he is trying to accomplish. He expects and demands those 
that are with him, whether in his class or in football, power lifting 
or whatever it may be, to give that same effort. He holds himself 
accountable, and he demands the same from his coaches, 
players or students.”
- “He motivates students to be better than most think they can 
be, and achieve things that they never thought possible.”
- “He has earned a tremendous amount of respect from his 
colleagues in our department and I think we all enjoy his 
company and advice.”
- “He genuinely cares about students and is a father-figure to 
many young men.”

Miriam Hughes
Receptionist

Miriam Hughes serves as the all-important “air-traffic controller” 
at the main entrance of GHS.  She monitors parents coming and 
going for various appointments, the access to our building and 
offices by controlling the secure entry vestibule controls, and 
operates the main phone number to the campus.  You never see 
her still.  She is constantly multitasking:  phone, door buttons, 
parents, and students . . . she does it all and does so graciously 
with a smile.  We are so grateful for her!

Comments from GHS Principal Jeremy Ross

Granbury High School 
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

Rhonda Naylor
Social Studies Teacher

Rhonda Naylor has been a Social Studies teacher at STARS 
Accelerated High School for eighteen years and has been an 
educator for twenty-eight years.  She earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Management from Texas A&M University.  
Before being an educator, Rhonda became an active part of the 
community, and she continues to be involved.  She engages her 
students in the world outside of the classroom and educates 
them on how to be active and positive citizens in the community.  
Her passion and enthusiasm for what she does carry over in all 
aspects of her life. We are so thankful to have her influence, her 
energy, and cheerleading (literally) at STARS!  Proud of being 
an Aggie, an American, and an Educator, Rhonda lives out her 
calling each day as she touches the lives of our students.  

Leah Kane
Special Education Aide

Leah Kane joined the STARS/BTC family in the middle of the first 
semester.  She has a background as a life skills paraprofessional 
and as a resource/ behavior teacher in another district.  The 
experience that Leah brought with her has been exceptional.  
She demonstrates initiative, determination, and strong work 
ethic.  Leah shows knowledge and understanding of both the 
academic side and behavioral side of assisting students as a 
group and one-on-one.  With a respected presence at BTC, she 
establishes a great rapport with all students.  She encourages 
students to do their best, and they look forward to their time 
with her.  Leah builds strong relationship with students as well 
as all staff members.  She is a valuable member of our STARS/
BTC family, and we are thankful to have her!

Comments from STARS Principal Margaret Rodriquez

STARS Accelerated HS / BTC
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR



Michelle Jackson
English I Teacher

Michelle Jackson said interaction with the students is the best 
part of her job.  Never do I experience a dull moment, and 
each day I learn something new. Middle school students are 
a breed of their own as they struggle with who they want to be 
verses who they are.  Daily they stretch their wings by pushing 
boundaries and trying on new personas.  I have read somewhere 
that a teacher’s job is to help each child discover his/her gift in 
life and facilitate in the development of that gift. Keeping this 
in mind allows me to focus on the students as individuals no 
matter how stressful the day.  Though working with students 
can be filled with many twists and turns, the rewards are great: 
smiles as understanding occurs, heads bowed together in 
learning, hugs of appreciation, and comments such as, “I can’t 
wait to share this with my family.” Being part of the students’ 
enthusiasm for learning, curiosity, and sharing is what keeps me 
motivated to continue as a teacher.

Tom Watson
Special Education Aide

Tom Watson joined the AMS Team two years ago working with 
BSI & Special Needs students.    Tom has come into AMS with 
a selfless attitude and a spirit of generosity for all students and 
staff.    He has been a light to many on our campus and has 
taken on additional duties out of the kindness of his heart.    We 
are blessed to have Mr. Watson at AMS and in GISD.   Thank 
you Tom for your continual servant leadership with students, 
staff, and parents.    Congratulations on this well-deserved 
honor of being named AMS Paraprofessional of the Year!

Comments from AMS Principal Jimmy Dawson

Acton Middle School
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

Karl Kreusel
8th Grade Math Teacher / Coach

Karl Kreusel joined the GMS team in August of 2016 and literally 
hit the floor running. The first year he was on a mission to 
complete his alternative certification, learn to be a good teacher, 
and get his paperwork in on time!  He has not stopped running 
since. Coach K’s passion and enthusiasm inspires the people 
around him to do some outrageous and crazy things. In previous 
years, he subjected himself and others to be bombarded by 
water balloons as a motivation to improve student learning.  
He has a drive and a passion to help others and is committed 
to doing whatever it takes.  Coach K does not lower his 
expectations in the classroom and doesn’t take “I can’t” for 
an answer. Instead, he goes above and beyond to show us the 
importance of takings risks and getting out of our comfort zone.  
This is why students and staff relate to him and trust him to 
provide the support they need.

Randi McPhate
Special Education Aide

Randi McPhate was chosen as our Paraprofessional of the Year 
for many reasons.  Randi is a Special Education Aide who is 
very dedicated to serving her students and working with her 
grade level team.  She goes out of her way to get to know her 
students and is a strong advocate for them.  Her desire is to help 
them succeed socially and academically. Randi not only helps 
students but also is truly committed to helping staff on campus.  
She has led a technology huddle and trained teachers and staff 
on Kami, a computer software program.  Randi has volunteered 
to teach this summer during the Teach4Gr8ness Rally.  Her goal 
is to finish her own education and become a teacher. Randi’s 
passion for working with children and her deep desire to serve 
others will make her an excellent teacher.

Comments from GMS Principal Pat Yelverton 

Granbury Middle School 
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR



Kali Saleh
Fourth Grade Teacher

Once in a while, as educators, we come upon colleagues who 
are truly outstanding at their work, colleagues who put their all 
in to each of their students each and every day, always striving 
to make their teaching better from year to year. Kali Saleh is one 
of these teachers. Throughout her few, but extremely impactful 
years of teaching, she has touched hundreds of children from 
all backgrounds and abilities, making each feel welcome and 
uniquely special in her classroom and on our campus. HShe 
takes a genuine interest in each and EVERY child, going above 
and beyond to make sure each and every need, both personally 
and academically, is met. Outside of the classroom, Kali is the 
biggest cheerleader for her colleagues! She exemplifies the 
culture we strive for each day at AES. Kali lights up the campus 
with her positivity and her radiant smile. Kali is an incredible 
example in and outside of the school walls. Her story speaks 
love, resiliency, and life. We are better because of Mrs. Saleh! 

Kari Nieto
Office Clerk

Kari Nieto is an absolute superstar and goes above and beyond in 
all aspects of the job. Whether planning dynamic activities for kids, 
greeting guests entering the building, or finding a better solutions 
for office procedures, Kari is a ray of sunshine who brings so much 
to our campus. She takes on so many responsibilities and does 
so with the passion and spirit that encompasses all we believe in 
at AES. She builds relationships with students and families. She 
knows each one and makes it a point to value each individual. 
I love watching the special bonds she forms with children and 
the little routines they have each day, especially the sweet ones 
who need the most love. She takes on any task that needs to 
be done without hesitation. She’ll do anything for anyone. There 
is not anything that Kari would not do for Acton Elementary. 

Comments from AES Principal Anna Roe

Acton Elementary School 
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

Meredith Payne
Third Grade Teacher

When you walk into Meredith Payne’s classroom you can feel 
the energy and the focus of the class.  There’s an excitement 
in the air and an intensity within her students.  Meredith’s 
students know that she cares about them, believes in them, and 
has high expectations for each student.  Meredith is the type 
of teacher that you wish every student could have.  You would 
absolutely want your own personal kids in her class.  She brings 
enthusiasm, happiness, and positivity to the building.  The 
students and parents love her.  I have been blessed and lucky to 
be able to watch her grow in her profession over the past three 
years.  Meredith continually reflects on her lessons and the 
growth of the students that will help her continue to grow as an 
educator. She looks for ways to improve for her students and for 
the grade level team.  Thank you for being such an advocate for 
all of Baccus’s students and for all you do everyday.  You are a 
true inspiration, and you make me want to be a better leader.       

Christie Bills
instructional Aide

Everyday Christie Bills brings a passion for educating her 
students and a true belief in each of them.  She prides herself 
in building relationships with students.  Her students know 
that she believes in them and also that she will hold them 
accountable to high standards and expectations.  Christie is an 
advocate for all students.  She is a self-starter and can always 
be counted on to jump in and help whenever there is a need.  
She is always willing to brighten a coworker’s day with a funny 
joke, a thoughtful gesture, sour gummy worms, or even a chicken 
biscuit!  Thank you, Christie, for everything you do for Baccus!      

Comments from Baccus Principal Robert Herrera

Baccus Elementary School 
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR



Melody Holly
Third Grade Teacher

Working with Melody Holly is a joy every day.  She brings 
positivity and inspiration to all who are around her.  On any given 
day, you can walk by Mrs. Holly’s classroom and see students 
completely engaged in learning.  She creates a fun learning 
environment by adding flexible seating to her classroom, which 
students absolutely love! She focuses on forming authentic 
relationships with her students and their families. Staff 
members look to Melody Holly for content knowledge and 
strategies to increase student engagement. She also brings a 
sense of calmness during stressful times.  We are so fortunate 
to have someone with her wealth of knowledge on our campus.  
Congratulations, Mrs. Holly, for being selected as Brawner’s 
Teacher of the Year!  Learning for all...Whatever it takes!

 

Jenny Salazar
Campus Secretary

Brawner’s Paraprofessional of the Year is our school secretary, 
Jenny Salazar.  She truly loves our school and has spent many 
years developing relationships with families.  Jenny is an 
integral part of our office staff and offers endless help with 
daily issues that arise in the office. Jenny supports our teachers 
like no other, and our staff trusts her to be there to help in any 
way possible. Mrs. Salazar has a great laugh and a beautiful 
smile, and we are so very thankful for her. She shows kindness, 
courtesy, compassion, and respect to everyone at Brawner.  
Congratulations, Mrs. Salazar!  You are the absolute best!

Comments from Brawner Principal Jincy Ross

Brawner Intermediate School 
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

Lissa Oliver
Librarian

Lissa Oliver is part of our “specials” rotation and we are so 
fortunate that she is able to see and teach all Oak Woods 
students each week during library and media lessons. Lissa 
knows each student on campus by name, and many times she 
also knows the parents of each student. She is an invaluable 
resource because of all her knowledge in so many areas. She 
can help with your technology request, help you find library 
resources you need for a class project, and remember every 
student that came through the library that day. Lissa leads by 
example. She never asks you to do something she wouldn’t 
jump in and do herself, and she is a true team player. Lissa is a 
woman of faith and supports Oak Woods not only be her actions 
but by her prayers and servant heart. She is a true campus 
leader who can be counted on to do whatever is best for kids 
each day, and that is what makes her the Oak Woods choice for 
Teacher of the Year.

Brandi Harlan
Instructional Aide

Brandi Harlan has been an essential part of our Oak Woods 
family for the past four years as an RtI reading tutor and as an 
MTA tutor. She works hard to move students forward in their 
reading development and celebrates their successes with them. 
She works to build relationships with her students and they look 
forward to the time they get to spend with her. Her care and 
concern for them is evident in the time and attention she gives to 
each student. In addition to the great job she does as our reading 
and MTA tutor, she is also someone we can count on as part of 
our Oak Woods team. She always comes to work ready to serve 
and she is busy doing her job all day long, whether it is tutoring, 
lunch duty, or bus duty, she is there ready to work. We are so 
blessed to have Brandi Harlan as part of our Oak Woods team. 

Comments from Oak Woods Principal Donnie Cody

Oak Woods School 
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR



Nuvia Velazquez
First Grade Bilingual Teacher

Outgoing and full of energy best describes Nuvia Velazquez, 
Emma Roberson Elementary’s Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. 
Velazquez is one of those teachers – one who teaches with 
excitement, one who makes students want to learn, one 
who goes far beyond the normal expectations of an amazing 
teacher.  You can always find her in the middle of a group of 
students encouraging them and lifting them up to reach goals 
that they never even imagined.  She not only strives to exceed 
expectations for her students, but she also demonstrates her 
own passion for learning and reaching goals for herself.  She 
is determined to complete her Master’s Degree and become 
a Director of Bilingual Education.  We are beyond blessed and 
extremely lucky to have such an amazing teacher at Emma 
Roberson.

Amber Campbell
Nurse

Amber Campbell, our Paraprofessional of the Year, is the 
school nurse at Emma Roberson Elementary.  She is one 
of the most caring and compassionate people that you will 
ever meet.  Her tenderness and understanding toward the 
students she serves is unmatched.  So many of our students 
go to her for the love she gives to them more than the hurt 
they think they may be experiencing.  Our campus, staff and 
students are lucky to have such an amazing person that 
we call “Nurse Amber.”  Congratulations!  You are the best!

Comments from Roberson Principal Kellie Lambert

Roberson Elementary School
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

Tina Winchester
Second Grade Teacher

Our Teacher of the Year, Tina Winchester, epitomizes the quote, 
“If you think you can do it, you can!”  She is fiercely determined 
to make sure her students achieve success and asks nothing 
of them that she wouldn’t ask of herself.  Kind hearted and 
team oriented, Tina continues to seek out grants, professional 
development and innovative ideas for herself, her students and 
her team.  She is exceptional in and out of the classroom.  When 
asked how she models her congeniality and positivity, she simply 
replied, “Be approachable.  Take notice of ways you can help.  
This job is hard; there is no energy for negativity.  If it’s not your 
story, don’t tell it.  If it doesn’t make you happy, don’t share it.  
If you see a need, fill it.  If it’s on the list to do, do it. And always 
keep the student’s best interest at the heart of every decision.”    
We couldn’t have said it better.  Congratulations, Tina! You are 
amazing!

Jennifer Avery
Special Education Aide

Our Mambrino Paraprofessional of the Year is Jennifer Avery.  
She is an amazing asset to our special education team!  She is 
uplifting, positive, and a very hard worker.  She jumps in to help 
whenever she sees a need, and she is a truly selfless employee.  
Jennifer is an outstanding staff member, and having her at 
Mambrino makes our school better! 

Comments from Mamrbino Principal Stacie Brown

STEAM Academy at Mambrino 
TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR



Teachers of the Year
School Year Secondary Elementary

2017-18 Becky Latham
Granbury High School - English

Shanna McPherson
Acton Elementary School - 4th Grade

2016-17 Johnny Rositas
Granbury High School - JROTC

Pam Carver
Baccus Elementary School - 5th Grade

2015-16 Kayli Morris
Crossland Ninth Grade Center - Science

Kristin Wendel
Mambrino School - 2nd Grade

2014-15 Chris Elrod
Acton Middle School - Social Studies

Lori Williams
Baccus Elementary School - 2nd Grade

2013-14 Scott Carpenter
Acton Middle School - Science

Karman Chandler
Baccus Elementary School - 1st Grade

2012-13 William Bird
Crossland Ninth Grade Center - World Georgraphy

Renee Hawthorne
Oak Woods School - 2nd Grade

2011-12 Donna Dumas
Granbury Middle School - Math

Kristen Thigpen
Oak Woods School - 1st Grade

2010-11 Julie Morris
Acton Middle School - Math

Deborah Ottaway
Mambrino School - 2nd Grade

2009-10 Kristie Berryman
Granbury Middle School - English/Language Arts

Sheri Doucet
Oak Woods School - 3rd Grade

2008-09 Chrissie Percifull
Granbury Middle School - English/Language Arts

Patrece Norman
Roberson Elementary School - 3rd Grade

2007-08 Terry Keith
STARS Academy - Math

Kayla Scott
Acton Elementary School - 3rd Grade

Departmental Employees of the Year
School Year Child Nutrition Maintenance Transportation

2017-18 John Davis
Granbury High School

John Minter
HVAC Technician

Kenneth Bruner
Bus Driver

2016-17 Dianne Gunderson
Granbury High School

James Starkes
Groundskeeper

Judy Tenney
Bus Driver

2015-16 Ami Bush
Clerk and Catering Manager

Antonio Mojica
Groundskeeper

Ed Bruner
Bus Driver

2014-15 Vickie McMullen
Granbury High School

Daniel Bryant
Plumber

Joye Grizzle
Bus Driver

2013-14 Kathy Sheeley
Granbury Middle School

Fernando Castaneda
Irrigation Specialist

Norman Murphy
Bus Driver

2012-13 Carol Matheny
Crossland Ninth Grade Center

Linda Hall
Secretary

Gary Saffle
Lead Bus Driver

2011-12 Geneva Griffith
Baccus Elementary School

Russell Neely
HVAC Technician

Janie Baker
Bus Driver

2010-11 Kim Allec
Secretary

Mark Davis
General Maintenance Worker

John Torres
Bus Driver

2009-10 All Department Employees Isidro Montoya
Groundskeeper

Peggy Boyd
Secretary

2008-09 All Department Employees Don Zimmerman
Carpenter

Danny Clark
Lead Bus Driver

2007-08 Ami Bush
Granbury High School

James Garlick
HVAC Technician

Ricardo Esparza
Mechanic
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